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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: CONCORDE 

REF: LONDON 0365 

1. WHILE EMBASSY IS DESIROUS OF RECEIVING ADVANCE 
NOTICE AND FULLEST POSSIBLE GUIDANCE PRIOR RELEASE 
OF NPRM ON SST NOISE LEVEL AND PUBLICATION OF CIAP 
REPORT, WE WONDER WHETHER SPECIAL BRIEFINGS AS 
SUGGESTED REFTEL ARE NECESSARY AT THIS STAGE. 

2. FRENCH HAVE BEEN COOPERATING CLOSELY WITH DOT 
IN CIAP EXERCISE FROM THE OUTSET. UNLESS CONCLUSIONS 
OF CIAP REPORT ARE RADICALLY DIFFERENT FROM WHAT 

DR. GROBECKER OF DOT OUTLINED TO US LAST AUGUST WHEN 
HE WAS HERE TO DISCUSS THE TENTATIVE CONCLUSIONS 
WITH THE FRENCH (SEE OUR MEMO OF AUG. 21 POUCHED 
DEPT. AND LONDON), WE DOUBT THAT PUBLICATION WILL HAVE 
ANY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT IN FRANCE. 

3. AS FOR NPRM ON SSTSIE, WE ASSUME THAT FRENCH 

AND BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY REPS CONCERNED 
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TOUCH INFORMALLY AT WORKING LEVEL WITH INTERESTED 
WASHINGTON AGENCIES AND ARE PROBABLY FAIRLY WELL 
INFORMED. PENDING GUIDANCE WILL BE HELPFUL WHEN 
RECEIVED, SINCE WE ARE UNAWARE OF WHAT MIGHT BE 
ENVISAGED AS MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE NOISE LEVEL FOR 
SST'S. UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS OF OPERATION, 

AND AS OF WHAT EFFECTIVE DATE. IF NPRM DOES NOT 
SIMPLY EXTEND FAR 36 STANDARDS FOR SUBSONIC AIRCRAFT 
TO SST'S BUT MAKES SOME ALLOWANCE FOR DIFFERENT 
TECHNOLOGICAL DEMANDS IMPOSED BY SST FLIGHT AND FOR 
CURRENT STATE OF THE ART IN DESIGN OF SST AIRCRAFT 
AND POWERPLANTS. THEN PERHAPS FRENCH AND BRITISH 
CAN LIVE WITH IT AND WE HAVE NO SERIOUS PROBLEM. IF, 

ON THE OTHER HAND, NOISE STANDARDS PROPOSED FOR SST'S 
ARE SO STRINGENT AS TO MAKE IT WELL NIGH IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR CONCORDE TO COMPLY, THUS JEOPARDIZING THE WHOLE 
COMMERCIAL FUTURE OF CONCORDE BY IMPOSING A FEDERAL 
BARRIER TO SERVICE TO US CITIES, THEN WE SHALL BE 
FACED WITH A FULL-BLOWN POLITICAL PROBLEM THAT IS 
LIKELY TO COMMAND PROMPT ATTENTION AT THE HIGHEST 
LEVELS OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. WE AWAIT RECEIPT OF 
THE DEPT.'S TELEGRAM ON THE STATUS OF THE NPRM ON 
SST NOISE BEFORE COMMENTING FURTHER. 

4. THERE IS ONE RELATED POINT ON WHICH WE WOULD ALSO 
APPRECIATE SOME CLARIFICATION. WE ARE UNCLEAR AS TO 
THE COMPATIBILITY OF LOCAL AND/OR NATIONAL REGULATION 
ON THE ONE HAND AND INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AS LAID 
DOWN IN US-FRANCE CIV AIR BILATERAL AND CHICAGO 
CONVENTION ON THE OTHER HAND INSOFAR AS CONCERNS US 
ABILITY TO INFLUENCE BY INDIRECT MEANS CHOICE OF 
EQUIPMENT WHICH DESIGNATED FOREIGN AIR CARRIER USES 
IN EXPLOITING ROUTE FOR WHICH TRAFFIC RIGHTS HAVE 
BEEN GRANTED BY US. 
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